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[bookmark: _GoBack]A Rhetorical Analysis of a Speech
What is a Rhetorical Analysis? Let’s break down the term to get a clearer understanding. 
Merriam-Webster dictionary definition:
Rhetoric: The art of using language effectively … through the study of ancient principles of writing or speaking as a means of communication or persuasion. 
Analysis:  A detailed examination of anything complex in order to understand its nature or to determine its essential features: a thorough study

Then, a rhetorical analysis is an examination of the way an author or rhetor (speaker) uses language to write or speak effectively to convey his point to his audience. The analysis considers the effectiveness of the rhetorical devices and techniques an author/rhetor uses to convince his audience of his point. 

Essay Assignment
You will write a rhetorical analysis of a famous speech. You will pay close attention to rhetoric: the rhetorical situation, persuasive appeals, and other rhetorical devices that the rhetor (speaker) uses to make his/her speech effective. This essay is your analysis of the effectiveness of the rhetoric used by the rhetor to get his/her argument across.
Getting a point or argument across in a speech is different from writing an argument. A speech is typically persuasive. The rhetor must engage an audience of listeners (as opposed to readers) and must capture the audience’s attention from start to finish, within a certain amount of time, in order to get his/her point across and make the speech memorable.   
· Your essay will follow MLA format (12 pt. Times New Roman or Arial, double spaced, header, title, page number, 1 inch margins). 
· The word count requirement is at least 600 words and maximum 700 words.
· You will have a Works Cited page to cite the speech. Works Cited is NOT included in the essay word count. No additional research is required, but if you choose to do any research, you should include your source(s) as well. 
· Essay should be written in third person point of view (POV).


Getting Started – Pre Writing
Brainstorm: Read and listen to the following speech choices:
· Malala Yousafzai 16th Birthday Speech at the United Nations, 2013 https://malala.org/newsroom/archive/malala-un-speech#:~:text=Dear%20sisters%20and%20brothers%2C%20I,the%20extremists%20especially%20the%20Taliban.

· Steve Jobs Commencement Speech at Stanford University, 2005
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjcTKLYA3fE

· Emma Gonzalez, Student, Parkland, Florida Shooting – “We Call BS”, 2018
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxD3o-9H1lY

· Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Novelist “The Danger of a Single Story”, 2009
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en

· Admiral William H. McRaven – Univ. of Texas Commencement Speech, 2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yaQZFhrW0fU

Next, choose one speech to analyze. You will be analyzing the verbal speech (oration), but you may need to refer to the written speech for quoting purposes. 
Take Notes on the Speech:
For this section, you will review the document “Rhetorical Techniques and Terms” in order to effectively analyze the speech.

· First, what do you know about the rhetor? Feel free to research the rhetor. 
· What is your overall impression of the speech? What sections/words/ phrases resonated with you? 
· What is the rhetor’s message/main idea (it could be an argument with a call to action)? What was your reaction to the delivery of the message? 
· What is the rhetor’s rhetorical Situation: Audience, Purpose/Goal, Stance/Tone, Context, Medium/Design (could include setting, visual aids, props. The Genre is given; it’s a speech. 
· Persuasive Appeals Used: Pathos, Logos, Ethos (how is this effective in the speech)?
· Rhetorical Devices and Tools: Ex: Alliteration, Anaphora, Figurative Language, and many more.  (How is this effective in the speech)?
Writing
Outline/Organization
Review your notes. Decide, what rhetorical techniques and devices you wish to discuss in your analysis. There are general requirements mentioned in “Body” below.  
Organize your notes into the following outline:
Introduction  
· Hook: Come up with an attention-grabbing hook. It could be something about the rhetor, the message, or the situation. 
· Background: Discuss the context – purpose of speech; the rhetor’s audience; setting.
· Thesis statement: This statement should indicate the rhetorical devices and techniques you will analyze to determine the rhetorical effectiveness of the speech. This should be the last sentence in your introduction. 
Body
The body of your essay is the analysis of the rhetoric used in the speech. You must include a minimum of the following rhetorical strategies: 
· Address at least 2 persuasive appeals (ex: logos, pathos, ethos) and 3 rhetorical modes and/or rhetorical techniques (ex: storytelling, anecdotes, diction, alliteration, imagery, antithesis – See Rhetorical Techniques and Terms document for more opitons) 

For each rhetorical strategy, you will 1) state the rhetorical strategy, 2) provide an example of the strategy from the speech, and 3) explain its effectiveness of the rhetorical strategy on the audience. 

Ex: King also appeals to logos through his use of analogies: “America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked “insufficient funds.’” This analogy uses logic as a form of reasoning because he appeals to the basic concept of money and the frustration of receiving a “bad check.”

You can organize your body paragraphs any way you choose. Ex: Discuss appeals in one paragraph, modes in one paragraph, and techniques in another paragraph. Or organize according to the themes of the speech. 

Conclusion: In your Conclusion, briefly summarize your insights into the speech. How effective is the argument the rhetor is making? Explain and evaluate the effectiveness of the rhetor’s techniques. 



Editing and Revising
We will have an in-class peer review session for your first draft. 
You will edit and revise your first draft. 


Rhetorical Analysis Essay Rubric

	

	Description
	Points Earned / Comments

	5
	MLA Page Format:
Header; Page#; Title; Margins; Double Sp.; Font/Size
	

	10
	Introduction:
Hook; Sufficient background information explaining occasion, author, purpose for speech, and context.

	

	5
	Thesis Statement 
Main Idea or theme of speech and rhetoric devices and techniques that will be addressed in the essay.

	

	40
	Body
· Well-organized and methodical analysis is presented.
· Each paragraph contains one criteria of the analysis as outlined in the thesis. 
· Effective transitions and precise vocabulary is used.
· Each rhetorical technique or devices is supported with a quote or paraphrase from the speech and an accurate analysis

	

	10
	Conclusion
The essay concludes with a summation of the thesis and some final words about the effectiveness of the speech and speaker. 

	

	10
	Overall Analysis & Style of Essay
· Major themes/main idea are addressed.
· Predominant Rhetorical devices and techniques are addressed.
· Third person POV
· Essay demonstrates critical analysis of the speech.
· Essay demonstrates eloquence in writing style.

	

	15
	Grammar/Spelling/Mechanics
Pay close attention to fragments, run-on sentences and comma rules. 

	

	5
	Works Cited
MLA Format was followed.
	

	100
	Total
	






